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Sen. Smith: Hois my recoﬂochon, Mr. McCone, - ﬂla
all of your predecessorx had some prior training or expmon ;
in the field of intelligence prior o their appointment. as Qlf
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency. wil you tell the coi
mittee -what training or experience you had in the field of:
h:Ihgence prior to your appointment to that position?

McCone: None, ° ‘

Sen Smith: In view of your lack of framing and oxpenenc
in the fiold of intelligence, you are unique, are yoy not, in “com
parison with all of your predecessors.

Mr. McCéne: | do not know that because | do n
the experience of my predecessors. ,

Sen. Smith: What then makes you feel that you ate Ut
ably and adequately qualified to -be the Director of the Q'
tral Intelligence Agoncy when you have had no expononcn:@
‘}rammg in the field of intelligence? ¥

McCone: | think, Senator, that that was a.
dnaded by others than I .

Sen. Smith: Was fhero not some question in you
about ycur qualifications? .

Mr. Mcgone A very serious one.

Sen. Smith: Did you not raise such a queshon
President and others with whom you talked?

Mr. McCone: | raised it in my own conscience, nafﬂ
wilh ray wife. Yes,

Sen. Smith: But not wirh the President?

Mr. McConer No; | did not raise it with the Pres

For Letler or for worse, John McCone will bf‘ the u T

director of the Central Intelligence Agency. That has been settls nost q{:sanmm

by the Senate, with 14 dissenters, .
Perhiaps he will confound all our apprehensions. Men

visen unexpectedly to large occasions before.
But a reading of the transcript of the hearings "and (h

sor e debate which preceded his confirmation cah only ovoke b

seree of mingled disbeliet and despadr, -
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